
Incoming 8th Grade Summer Reading 

A Time to Dance - Padma Venkatraman  
Ages 12+ 
Padma Venkatraman’s inspiring story of a young girl’s struggle to regain her passion and find a 
new peace is told lyrically through verse that captures the beauty and mystery of India and the 
ancient bharatanatyam dance form. This is a stunning novel about spiritual awakening, the 
power of art, and above all, the courage and resilience of the human spirit. Veda, a classical 
dance prodigy in India, lives and breathes dance—so when an accident leaves her a below-
knee amputee, her dreams are shattered. For a girl who’s grown used to receiving applause for 
her dance prowess and flexibility, adjusting to a prosthetic leg is painful and humbling. But Veda 
refuses to let her disability rob her of her dreams, and she starts all over again, taking beginner 
classes with the youngest dancers. Then Veda meets Govinda, a young man who approaches 
dance as a spiritual pursuit. As their relationship deepens, Veda reconnects with the world 
around her, and begins to discover who she is and what dance truly means to her. 
 
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children - Ransom Riggs 
Ages 13+ 
As our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote 
island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine’s Home 
for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes 
clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have been dangerous. They may 
have been quarantined on a deserted island for good reason. And somehow—impossible 
though it seems—they may still be alive. A spine-tingling fantasy illustrated with haunting 
vintage photography, Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children will delight adults, teens, and 
anyone who relishes an adventure in the shadows. 
 
The Selection - Kiera Cass 
Ages 12+ 
For thirty-five girls, the Selection is the chance of a lifetime. The opportunity to escape a rigid 
caste system, live in a palace, and compete for the heart of gorgeous Prince Maxon. But for 
America Singer, being Selected is a nightmare. It means turning her back on her secret love 
with Aspen, who is a caste below her, and competing for a crown she doesn’t want. Then 
America meets Prince Maxon—and realizes that the life she’s always dreamed of may not 
compare to a future she never imagined. 
 
Solo - Kwame Alexander 
Ages 12+ (written entirely in poetry form) 
Blade never asked for a life of the rich and famous. In fact, he’d give anything not to be the son 
of Rutherford Morrison, a washed-up rock star and drug addict with delusions of a comeback. 
Or to no longer be part of a family known most for lost potential, failure, and tragedy. The one 
true light is his girlfriend, Chapel, but her parents have forbidden their relationship, assuming—
like many—that Blade will become just like his father. In reality, the only thing Blade has in 
common with Rutherford is the music that lives inside them. But not even the songs that flow 
through Blade’s soul are enough when he’s faced with two unimaginable realities: the threat of 
losing Chapel forever, and the revelation of a long-held family secret, one that leaves him 
questioning everything he thought was true. All that remains is a letter and a ticket to Ghana— 
both of which could bring Blade the freedom and love he’s been searching for, or leave him 
feeling even more adrift. 
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The Book Thief - Marcus Zusak 
Ages 13+ 
When Death has a story to tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its 
breath. Death has never been busier, and will become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster 
girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when 
she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster 
father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids 
as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.  
 
Cinder – Marissa Meyer 
Ages 12+ 
Cinder, a gifted mechanic, is a cyborg. She's a second-class citizen with a mysterious past, 
reviled by her stepmother and blamed for her stepsister's illness. But when her life becomes 
intertwined with the handsome Prince Kai's, she suddenly finds herself at the center of an 
intergalactic struggle, and a forbidden attraction. Caught between duty and freedom, loyalty and 
betrayal, she must uncover secrets about her past in order to protect her world's future. With 
high-stakes action and a smart, resourceful heroine, Cinder is a Cinderella retelling that is at 
once classic and strikingly original. 
 
Jackaby – William Ritter 
Ages 12+  
In 1892 New Fiddleham, America, newly arrived young Englishwoman Abigail Rook crosses 
paths with the remarkable Mr. R. F. Jackaby. Jackaby is a detective, but his perceptive 
observations are of the paranormal variety, and Abigail jumps at the chance to work for him. 
Ritter's debut is a riveting mash-up of mystery and folklore, with vivid details and striking turns of 
phrase. 
 
Scythe (Ar of a Scythe, Book 1)- Neal Shusterman 
Gr 8 Up 
In a world in which humanity has conquered death (no aging, no disease, no poverty, no war), 
ruled by the Thunderhead, an omniscient evolution of today's cloud, Scythes are the only ones 
who are allowed to take a human life. They are considered to be the best humanity has to offer, 
and they roam the world "gleaning" people in order to keep the population in check. Scythes are 
treated like royalty and feared. The last thing Citra Terranova and Rowan Damisch want is to 
become Scythes, but when they are chosen by Scythe Faraday to become his apprentices, they 
are thrown into a life in which they need to master the art of death. They prove to be apt pupils, 
but when Scythe Faraday mysteriously gleans himself and Citra and Rowan are apprenticed to 
two other fearsome Scythes, they will have to put their skills to the test against each other. 
Intertwined with the fascinating concept of humanity conquering death and the idea of Scythes 
is the prospect that perhaps this is not the ideal world in which to live. Humanity has perfected 
itself-so what does that leave it to accomplish? Shusterman starts off this series in dramatic 
fashion as he creates an engrossing world that pulls readers in and refuses to let them go. 
 


